Moses. A man of "Uncircumcised Lips"
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And the daughter of Pharaoh would hug and kiss Moses as if he were her son and she would not take
him out from the kings palace. And since Moses was so beautiful everyone wanted to see him and
anyone who saw him would not leave. And Pharaoh himself would hug and kiss Moses and Moses
would take the crown off Pharaoh's head and place it on his own, just as he would do in the future
when he grew up.... And sitting [before Pharaoh and Moses] were the magicians of Egypt, and they
said [to Pharaoh], "We fear this [child] who takes your crown and puts it on his head, lest he be the
one that we have said is going to take the kingship from you." Some suggested to kill him [by sword]
while some suggested to burn him. And Jethro was sitting among them and said, "This child has no
intellect!" So they tested him and brought before him a bowl of gold and a bowl of coals. If he would
grab the gold then he had intellect and they would kill him. If he grabbed the coals, then not and he
would be free. Moses reached for the gold, but the angel Gabriel came and pushed his hand, and he
grabbed the coal and inserted it with Moses' hand into Moses' mouth and it burned Moses' tongue.
And this is how Moses became heavy of mouth and heavy of tongue.
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And Moses spoke before the Lord, saying: Behold, the children of Israel have not harkened unto me,
how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips?” How did Moses dare say this? Had
not the Holy One already promised him, when he said that he was not eloquent, that He “‘will be
with his mouth” (Exodus 4, 0-12)? Or did the Holy One not keep His promise? However, there is here
an inner meaning. Moses was then in the grade of “Voice,” and the grade of “Utterance” was then in
exile. Hence he said, “How shall Pharaoh hear me, seeing that my ‘utterance’ is in bondage to him, |



being only ‘voice,’ and lacking ‘utterance.”” Therefore God joined with him Aaron, who was
‘utterance” without “voice,” When Moses came, the Voice appeared, but it was “a voice without
speech.” This lasted until Israel approached Mount Sinai to receive the Torah. Then the Voice was
united with the Utterance, and the word was spoken, as it says, “and the Lord spoke all these words”
(Exodus 20, 1). Then Moses was in full possession of the Word. Voice and Word being united, That
was the cause of Moses’ complaint (v. 23), that he lacked the word save at the time when it broke
forth in complaint and “God spoke to Moses.”

11. Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik. Redemption, Prayer and Talmud Torah

The animal is exposed to pain; so is the slave. When the slave meets with pain he reacts like the
animal, uttering a sharp, shrill sound. However, the howl of the beast, like the shriek of the slave, lasts
a moment in the darkness and hush of the night. In a split second all is silent again. There is no
aftermath to the pain-sensation of the animal or the slave; there follows no complaint, no request, no
protest, no question of why and what. The slave does not know suffering, lacking, as he does, the very
existential need-awareness which generates suffering. He is never in distress because he has no
human needs. The needs of a slave are, like his shriek, not human: the etiology of his needs is
exclusively biological. The absence of suffering mitigates the sharpness of pain. Former inmates of
concentration camps have told me that they had, with the passage of time, become inured to any
pain or torture, as if they had been totally anesthetized. They were dumb beings. They not only

stopped speaking, but ceased to emit coherent sounds, as well.

The text divides the process of redemption in three stages. First, it identities bondage with the
absence of both word and meaningful sound, with total silence. Then redemption begins with finding
sound while the word is still absent. Finally, with the finding of both sound and word, redemption
attains it full realization.

Before Moses came there was not even a single sound. No complaint was lodged, no sigh, no cry
uttered. Only an agonizing un-human shriek would penetrate the weird silence of the night. The
slaves were gloomy, voiceless and mute. The women did not cry when their infants were snatched
from their arms; the men kept quiet when they were mercilessly tortured by the slave drivers. Torture
was taken for granted. They thought this was the way it had to be. The pain did not precipitate
suffering. They were unaware of any need.

When Moses came, the sound, or the voice, came into being. Moses, by defending the helpless Jew,
restored sensitivity to the dull slaves. Suddenly they realized that all that pain, anguish, humiliation
and cruelty, all the greed and intolerance of man vis--vis his fellow man is evil. This realization brought
in its wake not only sharp pain but a sense of suffering as well. With suffering came loud protest, the
cry, the unuttered question, the wordless demand for justice and retribution. In short, the dead

silence of non-existence was gone; the voice of human existence was now heard.



